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Shri Vishnu Bhikaji Kolte

Shri Vishnu Bhikaji Kolte, on whom the Sahitya Akademi
is conferring its highest honour of Fellowship today, is a most
distinguished Marathi writer, critic, researcher and
educationist of our time.

Shri Kolte was born on 22 June 1908 in Narvel (District
Buldhana, Maharashtra State), a son of a Satyashodhak
farmer. He had his school education in Malkapur and
Khamgao. He took his B.A. from Morris College, Nagpur. He
stood first in the M.A. examination of Nagpur university in
1931, carrying away three gold medals.

He taught as an Assistant Professor of Marathi in King
Edward College (now Vidarbha Mahavidyalaya), Amravati
(1931-44) and in Morris College (now Nagpur
Mahavidyalaya), Nagpur (1944-64). He was the Principal of
Vidarbha Mahavidyalaya, Amravati.

Till 1972, he was active in the academic world. He was a
member and then chairman to the Board of Studies in
Marathi, a member and later on Dean of the faculty of Arts, a
member of the Academic Council and the executive council
of Nagpur University-as-also of the Board of studies and the
faculty of Arts in four universities. An academician who has
had fruitful association with several universities in India and
abroad, he has served them in different capacities.

Interestingly enough, his first book Lavhali (1933) was a
collection of poems; he has also written a play, Sodchitthi
(1938). Sahitya-Sanchar (1965) is a collection of critical
articles on Sanskrit and Marathi books and authors. Sri
Chakradhar (1952) and Bhaskarbhatta Borikar (1935) are
literary biographies based on extensive research. Kolte has
written not less than twenty books which include
Mahanubhava Tatvadnyana (1945), Mahanubhava
Achardharma (1948), Mahanubhava Samshodhana (two
volumes—1962, 1984) Pracheen Marathi Sahitya
Samshodhana (1968) and Chakradhar Shevatache Prakaran
(1982).

Mahanubhava Pandits did a lot of significant prose and
poetry writing during the period from 13th Century to 16th
Century. The manuscripts about five hundred years old were
originally written in a lesser known code language. Sri Kolte
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decodified and critically edited them for the first time with
exhaustive introductions. Among the fifteen books he edited
are Uddhav Geeta (1935), Rukmini Swayamwar (1940). Sthan
Pothi (1937), Leela Charitra {1978), Shishupal Vadha
{1960), Shri Govind Prabhu Charitra (1944) and Vachaharan
{1953). He has also edited and interpreted a number of
copperplate and stone inscriptions in Marthi and Kannada.

The vast corpus of his writing includes over 250 research
articles, covering his essays, published lectures, critical
prefaces, translations and commentaries on classical texts as
well as contemporary writing. He has been a member of
many institutions such as Sahitya Akademi (1956-61),'
Central Hindi Directorate, N.C.C. Advisory Committee
(Govt. of India), Board of Literature and Culture (Govt. of
Maharashtra, 1968-77, 1988-93), Language Advisory Board
(Govt. of Maharashtra) and Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Source
Material Publication Committee (Govt. of Maharashtra).
Besides, he has been the president of Language Advisory
Board (Govt. of Maharashtra) till 1979. He was the Vice-
President of Rashtra Bhasha Sabha (Maharashtra), Pune and
ts on the editorial board of Marathi Vishvakosh (Marathi
Encyclopaedia). Kolte’s monumental work was on how to
simplify Marathi orthography. He abolished all the
unpronounced cumbersome nasal sounds.

Sri Koite is a recipient of the Maharashtra Sahitya
Sanskriti Mandal award which was conferred on him for his
valuable contribution to Marathi literature. In 1950 he won
Kamala Narayan Gold Medal. Shasan Sahitya Parishad (M.P.
Govt.) honoured him with a special prize for editing an old
manuscript. The two felicitation volumes published in his
honour are Kolte Gaurava Grantha and Sanshodhanachi
Kshitije.

Sri Kolte, who has been actively associated with a number
of literary institutions, presided over Vidarbha Sahitya
Sammelan, Gondia (1948), All India Marathi Sahitya
Sammelan, Bhopal (1967), Mumbai Marathi Grantha
Sangrahalaya Conference, Bombay (1950) and Mumbai
Marathi Sahitya Sangh Golden Jubilee.

This eminent researcher and educationist is an active
social worker. He is the founder-member of Lokseva
Shikshan Mandal, Malakapur (Distt. Buldhana). He is also
the founder-member of Bhratru Mandal, Nagpur which
organises a variety of programmes on social problems and
reforms.

From 1966 to 1972 he was the Vice-Chancellor of Nagpur
University. All India Mahanubhava Parishad conferred on
him the title ‘Vidyaratna’ in 1956. The President of India
honoured him with “Padmashree’ in 1991.

For his eminence as a scholar, researcher and educationist,
the Sahitya Akademi confers its highest honour, the
Fellowship, on Shri Vishnu Bhikaji Kolte.
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